THE moment | was saw this
photograph, whichis of the great
dressageriderand trainer Franz
Rochowansky — better known
as Rocky — [ wanted to compete
indressage.

I'd beenriding since | was nine years

old, but had never touched dressage.

| was studying zoology at Hull
University and was president of the
sports club. Atthe time, the great
Charles Harris, whohad trained at the
Spanish Riding SchoolinVienna, was
riding at Porlock Vale [a pioneering
equestrian centrein Exmoorthat
closedin2007]. linvited Charlesto
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lecture tothe riding club, held at York
University because they had the space.

Charles brought withhimal6mm
film of former Spanish Riding School
instructors.When|commentedonthe
quality of the riding, Charles pulled out
this photograph of this chap I'd never
heard of — Rocky. It's a stunning picture
and itstuckinmyhead.| thought:"If
theycandothat,|candothat”

Domini Morgan, aninternational
dressagerider and judge withwhom |
was training, arranged formetogoto
Germany for three years totrainwith
the legendary Georg Theodorescu.
When | returned, | came to know Sarah
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Whitmore, who had competedinthe
1976 Olympics. Rocky was based ather
yard,soIfinally got tomeet my hero.

I knew Rocky upto hisdeathin 1
2001.When heleft Sarah,he setupa |
yard withanother Olympian, Vicki
Thompson-Winfield, and he was
alwaysthere atthe sideofthe
dressagering at Hickstead prepared
tohelp. ltwas during this time that
Rocky and Vicki gave me a signed copy
of this photograph. He was atop man
and trained more people through
grand prix than I've had hot dinners.
This picture now hangsinmyhome
andit'satreasured possession. H&H

"y

A A _ i =

subscribe for less at www.horseandhound.co.uk/subs

21 JUNE 2012 = HORSE & HOUND 139




